TASTING NOTES
BACKLINE "295"
MCLAREN VALE SHIRAZ 2018
Region
The 295 is a blend of three iconic McLaren Vale Shiraz vineyards, Gateway,
Martins and Piebald Vineyard.
Gateway Vineyard, so called as it stands just at the entrance to McLaren Vale, is
located in the subregion of Seaview. The vines grow on top of a rather unusual
amount of limestone rock and has views of the Gulf of St Vincent and the
Adelaide Hills. This vineyard produces a richer and more fruit forward style of
shiraz with excellent structure.
Martins Vineyard is situated on the western side of McLaren Vale Vale in the
sub-region of Tatachilla. Planted in Pirramimma Sandstone, which is sandy
loam over sandstone, the vines are relatively young, only 22 years old, and are
single cordon trellis.
Piebald Gully is situated in the coolest sub-region of McLaren Vale, bordering
the Adelaide Hills. Planted in deep sand over clay at the base of Willunga
foothills, the vineyard is late ripening and virtually dry grown, producing an
elegant and refined style of Shiraz.
Vintage
The 2018 vintage in McLaren Vale is being touted as producing wine of
excellent quality. While total rainfall was down for the season, compared to a
wet and fertile 2017, the wine quality was set up by the wet growing season in
2016/2017 which led to healthy lush vines through the early part of this
season. Favourable ripening during February, with daytime temperatures in
the high 20s and cool nights, led to fruit in great condition at picking
Wine
Shiraz from all vineyards were fermented in traditional open fermenters, and
following pressing, finished their fermentation in oak; approximately 80% was
French and the balance American, 35% of which was new oak. Vineyard parcels
were kept separate during fermentation and maturation and were blended
three months prior to bottling. This is a well-structured full-bodied wine with
lush berry, chocolate and meaty aromas and flavours combine with a long
finish. Mouthcoating tannins are apparent but not overwhelming.
Technical Detail
Alc: 14.5%
pH: 3.50
TA: 6.74

